Critical care myopathy in a child.
Critical care myopathy (CCM) is an important, often unrecognized cause of weakness in the intensive care unit (ICU). We report a child who developed severe myopathy in the ICU. Our patient was newly diagnosed to have autoimmune hepatitis that may have predisposed her to toxicity from corticosteroids and neuromuscular-blocking agents, but she recovered her strength completely. Risk factors that may have predisposed this patient to CCM include underlying liver dysfunction, presence of acute lung injury, use of corticosteroids, and use of neuromuscular blockade. Given the apparent prevalence and underreporting of CCM in the ICU, it is important for rheumatology consultants to include this entity in their differential diagnosis of weakness in critically ill children and adults, and to recommend appropriate evaluation.